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Mystery painting donaed to South Geogia Museum

In 1983 Ken Ribad, who worked with B\S in the e
1970s and visited South Ggarsav an unidentiéd tut
very dtractive miniaure water-colour in awiltshire antique
shop It was with a bo of old frames and other teaial,
and the wner had no idea ofha it represented{en had;
and puchased it hang ecanised it &s an edr viev of
Grytviken. The questions ofvhen it vas painted andyb
whom stated some deteeé work. The whalectchers ae
dedked in signaldgs as binting it was winterthe overhead
railay could be seen in thénaling stton and thex were
several other things kich allaved a god guess dthe dae
and occasion.

This and subsequenidence suppted the idea thahe
scene as painted iAugust 1927This was the occasion of
the frst visit ofa Goremor of the Falkland Islands and
Dependencies to the island (indeed ty af the
Dependencies)Arnold Hodson aived aboat Feuus
which made aaya@ from 6 to 13August.Fleuuscaried
the post beteen South Gegra and the aklandswith
occasional visits to the South Shetland and SolatigyOr
Islands between 1924 and 1934nfortunaely it has not
been possib to identify the &st but the possibility thdt
was the Geemor himselfremains

Ken,having avned the paintingpf mary yeas, decided
tha it would be a god adlition to the South Gegia
Museumespeciall considering its historical sigpaifice

The Annual Geneanl Meeting will be on May 23,2008.
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The committee discussed this andvaufale price \as
negotiaed.

By fortunae coincidengéwas due to visit South Gga
later in the gar and as ale to cary the painting mounted
under ¢ass in a small oalafne safly thee.

After calling fathe
Falkland Islands I[§] &
arived & South |™__=
Geomia edy in
December laoad
Kapitan Kibeilov At 5
the museum,in a
modeetely  formal
presentton, | handed
the painting wer to
the custor Elsa
DavidsonKen Ribad
is vey pleased tha
the painting has bee
found a god home &
Grytviken dout 80
yeas after it s
painted thes.

The committee has gposed thiathe painting be made
into a cad suithle for Christmas or otherrggtings A
framed cop will be shan a the Annual Geneal Meeting

Bob Headland
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SGAVisit to HMS Endurance

After two visits postponeaf opegtional equiementsthe
visit to HMSEnduranae Portsmouth Dokyard was fnally
made on 24 NemberSady after all her hdmork arang
ing the visitlaneTanton vas unble to dtend .

| travelled ly train with SGA seetay Fan Prince to
Portsmouth Harbour stan on wha was the starof a
dorious suny dg. The last section dhe jouney brought
into viav the Spinna Tower which has a unique salil
designlt was @ing to be named the MillenniTimwer kut
was fnished ifve yeas lde.

The goup was supposed to medtTaafalgar Gde kut
accoding to the security statha gae was tosed on a
Saurday. More of the SGA goup were ariving and &
could seeEndurance00 metes avay, it we were not
alloved to valk to it.Eventualy a codt arived from pidk-
ing up other membgmho had drien to Unicon Gae and
now all 30 ofus were talken to the gngvay of the
Enduranceher we were geeted i Lt CommandeAdam
Northover, the Opedtions Oficer Also thee to geet us
was Cptain StudrLawvrencewho had been p#ain of the
British Antarctic Suvey ships RR8ransfieithd Shadeton
before he etired.

HMSEnduranees due to set sadrfitsAntarctic season
(Nov 07 to M 08) in adw days so the upper deavas full
of actvity with sailas and conaictos kusy installing wind
lassesa hot vater systemhydraulicshigh pessue air sys
tems and air conditioninghe goup was takn to a mess
hall where we had tea and det befre Lt Commander
Northover bejan his lectd, shot film and Bwempoint
presentaon.

We vere told tha Enduranégthe Ryal Navys ice paol
ship and she pals Antarctic waters carying out opex-
tional dutiesdr the oreign and Commorealth Ofice and
the UK Hydrogrgphic Ofice as vell as poviding science
logistics suppoto BAS She is alass 1A1 icéorealer, her
ceptain being Gaain BobTamrent and the ships comple
ment is 12@der motto isFotitudine Vincimugich is tha
of Sir Emest Shadeton.The ship is equipped withaw
Lynx helicopter and thee vork bods namedhmes Caijrd
NimmodandDudley Dier Enduraneeas uilt in Norway as
Polar Cileand vas btartered ty the Nay under thaname
before being bought outright anehamed HME&ndurance
in October 1992Her rang is 65,000 nautical miles
(120,000 km)xd2 knots (22 km/h) and a main speed®f
knots

The ilm was a spectaculaccept of a nev BBC docu
mentay seriesprovisionay named fozen PlanetThe
amazing dotage was ceded using go-assisted canaer
slung under the sheplynx helicoptex. Adam steed tha
the amount offootage shot wuld mean thaediting mg
take until 2010 befe it rabes the telasion.

The Pwermpoint presenttion took in other aspects tife
season work, like maving BAS scienti€ paties and Igis
tics suppdr amund the Antarctic Reninsula and South
Geoigia.On the vay home last seasonyhead hased ship
piraes br someWest African countriesOne goup of
pirates bund of Gabon were emawing fuel fom a ship
and then set it onré to sink itAdam noted theEndurance
used all the most sophistazh séellite suveillance equip
ment &aildle on boad to name the shiand thg then
‘Googled’it, which raised a lot ofaughs

At the end ofthe lectue and bedre the tour ofthe ship
| talked to StudrLawvrence Wao in his etiement has been
doing Antarctic dat work for Endurancend the UK
Hydrogrghic Ofice He was also doing a Christmasiss
as an ice pilot on antarctic cuise shipHe jokindy was
very disppointed not to et an ice pilat’job on boat ms

Exploerwhich had sunk the gldbebre in the Bansfeld
Strait, ludkily near the manbases on King Geger Island.

We were split into tw groups br the ship toymwith one
group stating d the bridg and wrking davn to the engine
room and the other starg in the engineoom and wwrk-
ing up | was in theifst enginedom goup and & passed
crew cdins and glley on the \ay. There were a lot ofmaps
photos and msentdons Pbr people to see and the
bulkheads othe pasgewas

The engineaom was impessie behind its aertight
doors with tvo Begen BRM 8 Diesels 8,160 hp (6 MW).
But for those ofus & the bak it was too noisy to hear
everything the guideag sging

The fnal par of the tour vas visiting the briggnhere a
lot of work was being done with the instéia of new
equipmentThere were god vievs aound the shipwith
mary radas, ice stellite mdas, and sophistitad steering
consolesMore tea \as @aildle and altance to tak in
some original paintingsduding one ¥ Keith Shadeton,
before we met bacunder the helicopter

After we had thargd eerybody for an ecellent tour &
were told thawe could bllow the shi piogress iy lagging
onto www.visitandlearn.co.uk/default.asp.Portsmouth
University is doing soméntarctic eseath with HMS
Endurancand its wbsite shars photos ofEnduranca
work. www.port.ac.uk/thebigfreeze.

The net pat of the dg was lunh & the nev develop
ment of Gun Wharf Quays aerdooking Prtsmouth
Harbour where 28 membsrenjged a meal and drinks a
the Lodr Fyne Seabd Restauant. It was also aapd
oppottunity to mix and nteh and sit with SGA memiser
didrt know. Dave Biook and | vere dating to Stee and
Gill Fruin from the Isle oWight.Gill had been on awse
ship to South Gegra and becameptaated and the island
has been a passiore® sinceStere has an intesting job
as a shghed on the IQV.

After lund, we could tad pat in a tour ofthe historic
dokyad and look aund Mary RoseHMS Victoy and
HMS Warriot

Steve Norris

Festival of historic films

This meeting on 7 Mar
was one in the series of
pubic lectues oganised
ewery year ly the Fiends
of the Scott Blar Reseach
Institute It was a special
occasion because itasv
held jointy with the SGA
and eeryone dending
was iwited a drink or tos
beforehand.Sq with the
addition of about 50 mem
bers of the SGA and their
guests to the usual audi
encethe lectue thet&re d
SPRI vas unisualy paged
and lvely. Some had come
from far afeld. Geomge
Spencele \etean of
Duncan Cae's 1950s
South Geqggia Suwey,
came fom Banlry, while

Bob with anmnafiul ofvideos



Norvagians examine otfeeofnatisrihventions: the Seamd F
hapoon cannon mounted outside dlee Keselitinstitute.

Michael Gillkes who had been medicalfiokr & Leith
Harbour vhaling stéon in the same periodrrived all the
way from Brighton.

The jouneys vere worthwhile because Bob Headland had
compiled a prgramme offilms tha are rmarly seenand he
presented them in his inintikg entetaining and knal-
edgdle styleSelectedxeepts of eight fims anging wer
eight decadesare shevn.

The ediest cine ifm of South Geagia vas takn ly
Frank Hutey of the Enduance gpedition wo retuned to
the island in 1917 tegsomeeplacement ntarial after the
loss ofthe shipWe then sa the fim tha had been made
during the Quest xpedition, which induded shots of
Shakleton's gave d Grytviken.Perhas the most intest
ing item was aifm of the Kohl-Lasen Expedition hich
was theifst to explore the interior othe islandThe paty
consisted oludwig and Biit Kohl-Lasen accompanied
by the cinentagrgher Albert Benitz vino prepared the
first commaegial flm of the island.

Some ofthe iemainingifms were @out whaling ancient
and moder. The smok and bistle ofwhaling stdons in
opeetion impressed thosehe knav them ory as 'ghost
towns'.The eseath and swey from Discaery Il in her
1933-35 commissioraw edured. Whaling fims were fol-
lowed ly theArgentine irasion 0f1982 and Bob Klusniak
working for Nigel Bonner the nevly esthlished miseum
a Grytviken.The ppogramme ihished with andract flom
one of Duncan Cae's ifms in which he eminiscedl@out
ewents a quéer of a centuy ao.

Hydroelectric updae

A wet, windy summer pented the completion ahe
hydroelectric prject,which was eported in Nevsletter no
12.1t will now be completed reyear

The Morison Fl Ltd teamaced gainst time to €t as
much done as posdibto complete thewil works They
completed the stngthening ofthe dam and laid the
pipeline fom the dam to the turbine house

At KEP they hare dug a end for the high wltage céle
and laid a shorun of it. Ultimately this chle will bllow
the trak aound to Gytviken and onards to the turbine
house The tansbrmer is in place in thegestor shed &
KEP.

Laying the pipeline to the turbine houss & kalleng

Laying the pipeliom fGull Lak

because ofthe stepness ofthe slopeThe turbine house
has been wilt and the gneetor is in place andcag for
installéion net year

Up & the dam the tavcontaines for maintenance equlip
ment hae been gen the aditional and ather suprising
role as tsunami shefigbeolayists hee found insthility in
the stuctue of the South Samddh Islands and pdict a
collgpse thawill cause a magsitsunamin the near futwr
(on a golgical timescalelt could be soon sdecause
KEP and Gytviken ae \ery low-lying it has been deemed
prudent to stdcthese containewith emegeng supplies

Eventual the gound aound the dam will be landped
and soil thbwas saped avay to mak the pad to the dam
will be etumed and egetdion will gow over the scar

Ainslie Wilson

Tom Price and the South Gegjia Suivey

The pedition led ¥ Duncan Cae to South Gegra in
1955-56 consisted af team ofseven and inlcided Tom
Price an Erlgsh mastertaMorkington Gammar Swol in
Cumbria.l was 15 fathe time andlom was a popular
teaber & the shool and a éen tmbing patmer of Dr
Keith Warkurton. Duncan Cae had met &th when the
were emplged ly the Saksen Wwaling compan

It was Keith who sugjested to Cae thathe expedition
should intude climbes,as peviousy Antarctic xpeditions
had been ledytrseamern.e Scott and Shkleton.Tom was
given lege of absence Y the Headmaster and joined the
expedition as assistantapr, with Keith as the medical
officer

During ny visit toAntarctica in Neember 2007 | &s
delighted to see in theuseum ®aGrytviken a mp and
photo of the 55-56 xpedition withTom Price and the
teaml knew Tom lved onThrelkeld near l€svidk and had
written a book ohis lifetime &ploits so | sent him a pest
cad. His bookTrawil So Gladly Spgeat a legpter doout the
expedition and seral of his accomplished pen-and-ink
sketdhes Pulished ly Emest Pessthe second editionas
pubished in 2002.

One e/ening on boarExploer Il discussedom and his
book with Bob Bupn and contactetiom on ny retum to
UK. | then resoled to visit as | had not seen hon dver
50 eas.



Tom is nev 89,fit, well and acte.| had a pleasangw
hours with himHe is one offour suwivors: Stan Etterson
a mahemdician and lanber who was the second sanor,
lives onVancouer Island in Canad&eoige Spenceje
from Yorkshie, teater, photogrgpher and lambet lives in
Banhury and is a member tie SGATony Bombrd was
a cptain in the Byal Engineer and rpedition caogragh-
er. He eentualy became head othe Austalian
Catogrgphic Dgpatment. Tom caried the equipmenof

suveying lut also sk&tded the panama viich proved to
be \ety useful Wwen bak & base

Their frst jouney lasted eighteeks and tlyelived in 2-
man tentswith Tom and dhn Cunningham sharinbhn

pholagy of reindeerRangdr tarandus tarandaghe island
of South Geagia'.This completes theork inspied and
begun ly the BSES Millennium Expeditiovhich visited
South Geggia br a couple ofdays fom 31 December
1999.A number ofindividuals andxg@editions ha since
kindly collected samplesd may membes of the South
GeogiaAssocition ae induded in the &nowledgments

Completing m reseasth was ery nmuch a ldour of love,
fitted aound ny job as adm wet and the bih of my
daughtereksicaThe eseah was lagely self-funded and
was ory possile with small gnts fom the Shadeton
Sdtolaship Fundthe Trans-Antattic Assocition and the
British Ecolgical Society

was an pet camper/timber and had been a member of

the inamous Gaig Dhu Climbing Clubrhey also tested
pemmican and miebar br the amy, eab tent pair \iing
soley on one or the other

The suvey was a hug success and thgawe peaks and
glacies names lik Cak, Sanavich etc Later thgy were
asled ly the
Directoete of Over
seas Suey to name g
a peak or lgcier
Tom dose the Price
Glacier as he kne
there was akay a

Mount Price in
Austalia.
On his etum

from South Gemia |:::
Tom rejoined thef
grammar  deool,
eventual leaing to |i%
become head of'#
Eskdale Outard | =3
Bound Skool.
Tom was & unk
versity whenWorld War II| commenced and die of his
studies to join the RN as dileaseaman on oattes and
minesvegers, rising to cptain of a odket-firing assault
ship He sav action during thevasion ofFrance wen his
ship softened up the bbas bafre the landing aft went in.

Michael Boyd

Genetics of South Geogia reindeer

Following six gas of reseath & Durham Unversity | have
finaly finished g PhD thesis entitled 'A studf the
impact ofpopuldion bottleneks on the gnetics and mer

For those memberof the SGA o want to knev the
main fndings without all the gon, here is a summuar

Ther ae curently two seaite populéions of reindeer
on South Gegjia:the Barf hed and the Busen or Husvik
hed. The founder goup of the Barf hed comprised thee
males and sen £males ingduced to Ocean Harbour in
1911.The Husvik het was bunded i the intoduction of
three males andur females into Husvik Harbour in 1925.
Recods sugest thaboth founder goups ofreindeer came
from Filefjell Rinlay, a rindeer her based taHemsedal,
Buslerud, southen Norway. A sinde nevspaer ieport
from 1928 sugpsted thtaa futher our females ware sent
from Norwey to the Husvik herin tha year though thee
are no futher ieferences to thesetea reindeer and no cen
firmaion thd they actuajyl arived on South Gegia.

Ead of the intoductions ofreindeer caused angtic
‘populdion bottlenek' (because the smalinmber of ank
mals means thtéhey ae inbed and ha \elry little genetic
diversity) and the inaccessibility aedyggphy of the island
has ensed tha the tw heds hae been isolad from
immigants and gmmted flom eah other Although it is
reldively easy toaseath genetic bottlends in populaons
of fruit flies in a laoraory, it is mudh less commorof it
to be possie to stug unmanged wild populéons of
large mammals in sidetail.

The oppotunity ofered ly the eindeer on South
Geomia is pdiculaty special as treeae well-documented
historical detailsud as the sezand di of the bottlendcs
and census tafrom eah hed over the past centyrTher
is also access to shigasamples dm eah of the South
Geomia heds as wll as the sooe hed in Norway.

The stug aimed to ivestigte the impact othe two se-
arate populéion bottleneks on both the@netics and pis
ical ppeaance ofthe rindeer ¥ comparing the the
heds Sleletal measements wre used to comparhav
symmetrical theeindeer a& and ha muc varidion thee
is in sie and shze between indiiduals within the dérent



heds Asymmety within an indidual or wide aridion
between indriduals mabe theifst indictors thd a popu
lation is under some gaof developmental stisssud as
one might pect fom intense inleeding

Samples &re collected ém cacasses collected on South
Geoia and m culledeindeer fom Norway. Where pos
sibde, DN A was a&tracted fom skin samplealthough some
South Geagia samplesese talen ly drilling into teeth.
DNA was obtained &m 63 Baiff sampless9 Husvik sam
ples and 97 Nomgian sampleSealate tiny sections of
the DNA were amplifed (ly polymemrse bain eaction) so
tha comparisons could be maédysical measements
were made on 41 skullsoin the Baif herd, 23 from
Husvik and 46 ém Norway.Using pecision callipsy44
searte measwments wre eab repeded thee times on
eat skull.

The South Gegia hets shaved signitant gnetic dif
ferentigion from eah other and fsm the Norvegian hed,
which indicées thathey ae ealbh now geneticall unique
populdions The Husvik hat shaved deceased iels of
genetic diersity compagd with the Baffhed while both
South Geagia heds shaved signitanty lower levels com

Stamps br the International Polar Year (IPY)

A set of stamps has been issued to commamadhe
Fourth Intemational PlarYear

The 50p stamp commerams the Fst Intenaional
Polar Year of 1 August 1882 - 3August 1883he ediest
example ofintemaional coodinaion in polar sciencé&he
Geman stdon & Moltke Harbour in Byal By obseved
the Transit ofVerus on 6 December 18%% well as ast-
nomical obsetions there were pogrammes on metealr
ogy, @oplysical sciences and biploThe stamp illusdtes
the @oological hut aMoltke Harbour and tiee yung king
penguinsnicknamed KasparMeldior and Balthasar after
theThree Kings ®om the Orientwhich were useddr stud
ies of metdolism.

The 60p stamp illustes the drmer metearlogical sta
tion & King Edvad Roint. The Second IRY August 1932
- 31 August 1933was adersel afected kg the fhancial
depression 0f1931 and none ahe stéions planneddf
Antarctic regions vas luilt. Howe\er, daa were contriluted
by the metealogical sthon & South Geagia.

paed with the Noregian hedl.
Both South Gegjia populons of reindeer & moe

SOUTH GEORGIA

AND THE SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER

likely to hae asymmetric bodies and a wideidion in
siz compaed with the Noregian populéon, and with
increased aridion in the Husvik hercompared with the
Barf hed. This sugests thaSouth Gedagia eindeer she
the edy stges of being less delopmentayl stdle than
the souce Norvegian eindeerBoth South Gegia popu
lations had smaller skulls than the Nagian populion
although this nyabe due the dérent ewironment as och
as a consequencethé gnetic bottlendc

The plysical andenetic consequencestbé bottlendc

were found to be mar poonounced in the Husvik popula®=

tion. This mg be due to theatt thathe Husvik poputan
remained smalleorf much longer than the Bairfpopula
tion, which gpaently inceasedapidly after its inbduc
tion. Although the ombes of reindeer in eacintroduc
tion were compaale, the Husvik het experienced mer
intense inkereding because tifis polonged small popua
tion si2. The stug illusteted the dkct of chance on the
outcome ofa popultion bottlenek.

In the conseraion of endangred speciescientists ar
often inteested to knw whether a populi@n has pevi-
ousl experienced aegetic bottlendcas it can ha signif
icant consequences on the subseqbéity af tha popu
letion to suvive.One method ofdetemining whether this
is the case Wwlves comparing theegetics ofan actual
populdion with computer modelfooking br paticular
'bottlenek signgures'l was ale to use the ¢t from South
Geomia eindeer to alidde a mmber of commony used
'bottlenek signéures' and edtlish which ae moe rlidle,

The eindeer on South Geypa hae piovided a god
oppottunity for some useful and origineseath and thes
would be a amber offurther inteesting inestigtions if
there is someone with sudka indinaion, time and funding!

| would lile to thank eeryone wo contriluted to this
study in aly way.If you would like to discuss graspect of
the poject,l can be contacted on
pfmlovat@metonet.cauk.

Fiona Lovatt (née Hatchell)

The 85p and £1.05 stampptoge the impaiance ofthe
marine ecosystefrom the tiry 2ooplankton sutas krill
up to the lage preddors sub as leopar sealshe delicte
balance othe polar oceans ishia to disturbancesocim
cimae dang. The burth IPY was launted in Mach
2007 and has beextended to Mah 2009 to allw for two
field seasond hoth polesMary of the IPY pojects a
focused on undstanding he the animals inbding the
polar egions mg be affected p dhangs in sea tempature
and sea ice weerage.|CED (Integrding Clim&e and
Ecosystem Dynamics) is onetloé piojects stuging these
interactions aund South Gegia.

Based on a Pess Release fom the Fobjoy Mint

Some thoughts on fur seals

In February 1947jn Leith Harbouwilla, | was talking to
Neil Rankin.As you will knav, he was author ofAntactic
Islethe account ohis visit to South Gegia to stug the
birdlife. (Incidentall, the photos illuséting the book wre
developed in the xay film tanks ofmy hospital.) He had
just etumed fom a trip in his carerted RNLI lifgboa
Albatosgo the vesten end ofthe island:Doc’ he said,
‘Can pu ke a se@t?’l naurally replied thal thought |
could,and he eplained thiahe had sightedvé fur sealsta
Bird Island.

The easondr discetion vas ery gppaent.The fur seals
of South Geagia vere beliged to hae been almoskenct
following their slaughtersealex. Nonetheless it is inter
esting to note than the naretives oflater expeditionsfur
seals ar conspicuous in thésence ofreported sightings




and encounterShakleton had no mblem with them ta
Elephant Island or South Geya.Indeed,while @ South
Geomia,his men hadound it a pleasant a4ty to visit the
elephant seal colonieshile enjging an entaly risk-fee
pemambuléion of the local shex.

When | etumed to South Gegra 40 gas after g
meeting with Bnkin, the memoy of his obseraion
evoked an almost inedulous eaction.The pugnacious
naure of the animals\en moe than their ambes,com
bined with their speed led toegling thiaa paadise had
been lostTheir imbes represented an almost unbelie
abe popultion eplosion wen compard with Rinkirs
five pais. Thele mg have been halfa million on South
Geomia,without taking into account thembes d other
subantastic islandsAnd this fom an animal kich for
nealy a centwyr had been dioed almostxinct!

At eat visit | hae made in the succeeding @fsysince
my first retum, further damadic inciease has beewident.
The dobal populon is \ariousy assessed laetween tvo
and thee million so questionsveabeen aised as to
whether sut numbes ae haing a deleterious impact on
bird and cetacearumbeb. As so oftensuh alams ae
largely conjectual.

Yet one is tempted toonder if in fact,the pesent ppar
ent popultion explosion is aenersion to umbes little dif
ferent fom the incedide rumbes obseved ly Catain
Cook and the seader

| have to admit thial resent the loss dibeity imposed
the fur seal domitian of the beaeesBut this is wll com
pensged by the sheer speciaof naure in the aw.l have
enjo/ed vatching the gung sealsagnbolling in the sters
around Brutusat Prince OlafHarbour and the same time
photagrgphing their pictiesque poseshile contempting
their next assault on the intding humans

One can also leafrom

them.During a little est
and elaxéion while visit
ing the vhales’ grawes a
Leith Harbouyrl contem
plaed the dotball pith
over which one once
could opam with total
impunity The beeding
season ofthe fur seal
community davn ly the

oil tanks was in full &ing

Harem hulls étempted to maintain their &itg crushing the
odd pup in the pycessAppaently @andoned pupsya
amound under usty malinely and cws angd up and
down the bedg just bak from foraging and calling plain
tively. Sudleny the neaast pup meed and aqunion éed
was quikly afected.

A truth came to m&he lage tulls seem to domiteathe
sceneNo! As alvays it was the wmen vino were running
the shav.

Michael Gilkes

New boardwalk on Prion Island

About 60 passeng from Corinthian lisited Prion Island
on 8 Mach. We had with uginslieWilson fom KEP as an
official obserer because thisaaCorinthian'$l first visit to
South Gedagia.We were met on the beladly Scobie Ry
who is in baige of the constuction.He was hapy for us
to use the pdy completed bodwalk.It was completeof
about theequaers of its length and the mairafmevork
was in placeof the emainderThe whole stuctue was

vely tidily constucted andery solid in ppeaance and use
- nothing vabbled.

One concen for us vas thathe didken-wie netting ér
giving a irm gip on slippey wood was too thinScobie a&s
aware of this and said théhe wong qug had been dedi
ered and it wuld eventualy be eplacedFrom seward the
boadwalk is bagly seenxxet for some ofthe handails
It was not tear to us ifonly cetain sections &e ing to
have a handiil or if it would un the vhole length othe
boadwalk. If the ldter were the case itauld be slighyl
more visilbe.

Some stdfcommented thaat about 1 mete widethe
boadwalk is a bit naow for passingbut thee ae wider
sections designed as passing-phabiel will be adequa
for the smallpups thaare alleved.

For our goup of mainy eldely and eldively unit
passengs this boadwalk was a majotaictor in their visit to
the nesting andering allteossesThe nesting aa vould
have been inaccesklio mag of them without the bodr
walk,and ety difficult for othes. The boadwalk also fed
staf from acting as heleover bay and slippgrrock, so
they could be ddoyed moe efectively a the nesting aa
and on the behc

It remains to be seentife fur seals arging to use the
boadwalk as a highay to their gerincreasing laeding
areas in the tussacybad the bedt

| am not a ed believer in botpahs and boawalks in
remote agas bit | do accpt tha increasing visitor pssue
males this indtable & Prion Island to ment futher dam
age and arsion.l think Scobie and his teane anaking an
excellent job and as amaad & how much heay mamial
ladbour has been reged to @t all the ntarials fom the
beat to the top ofthe island.

Trevor Potts

Can HMS Plymouth be sared?

HMS Plymoutivas par of the Task Brce desgahed to
retale the Rlkland Islands and South Ggarin 1982 and
she took parin Opesgtion Paraquéa

Ther is a campaign togseve her as a touristtia@ction
and memorial in fAnhouth. The oganiséion Warship
Mangement vas set up to pdmase and nwe HMS
Plymouththe last emaining Type 12 frigte, from
Birkenhead to MillgeDodks in Pymouth bllowing the col
lapse of her pevious avnes The Warship Pesevaion
Trust.The collase ofthe tust led kg defwlt to her becom
ing the popety of the Mesgy Dodks and Harbour
Compayp in whose dok she nw residesavaiting her de.

Warship Mangement hadgreed to puwhase her and had



verbal greements wittssocited British Brts Pymouth
to betth her onTrinity PierMillbay, for a trial period obne
year commencing Easter 208ffer the @pointment ofa
new port manger in &ruayy 2007 and within yga of the
signing ofcontracts br the puchaseour ggreements with
Associted British Brts were denied and oncegain
Plymouib left seeking a webeth.

Efforts to secwe a beh in Pimouth, Falmouth or
Portland hae contimed.Plymouth emains our grferred
port as HMSPlymouthot only beas the name othe city
but she is also the lastiraining @&iship to hae been bilt
in Devonpott. Plymouth is the obous placed her to con
tinue her n& caeer as a visitottteaction,museum and
memorial to the &klandsNar.

For laest nevs see wwwarshipmangement.caik

Whaling in the Falkland Islands Dependencies 1904-1931
lan B Hart
2006 Pequena363 paes illustrated,£25.00

The Falklands Islands Pendencies ewe for mary yeas
the \ery cucide of world whaling where hundeds of
thousands ofvhales met their end in thest half of the
20th centuy.

At tha time whaling vas peceived \ery differently to the
discedited Volesale slaughter @ndangred mammals
tha it represents to manpeople todalt was a pioneering
honoualde and daring enfaise & the bottom ofthe
world, which drew men bacyear aftergarlan Hat's book
leaves little doubt as to the bBaness othe work. Life and
ships were dieq;the tet is litteed with stories a$inkings
and #tal accidents thawould not be toleted tods.

This is a dwlaty book,which | found &sorbing and
thorough.Although a cetolyist ty professionwith a long
interest in South Gegra and its haling histoy, | found
plenty ofnew and &scindng maerial. The detail is imps
sve and bear witness to thexgaodinay amount of
reseash tha must hae preceded its writinghis could eas
ily be the accomplishment aflifetime except thd it was
preceded ogla Bw yeas edlier by anotherand @en lag-
er, work. (Pesca: a higtofthe pioneer nmodealing company in
the Antanticreviewved in Navsletter No4).To produce tw
sud compehensie tomes in half decade without a team
of reseathers,is a ety considealle atievement indeed.

This book bats whaling in the &klands Degendencies
from its ery baginnings in the daryeas of the 20th cen

Letters to the Editor

Maviken evisited

Further to the onging stoy of the SG Sheron &
Mawiken (NL Nos 12 & 13 when | frst visited the va
in 1969 ther were rumeous pieces dflae-like ok a the
entance These had names andedaof previous visitos
scetched in themSome wre quite oldl cannot emember
just hav old hut it seemed to me to be a histogiminder
of the pastOn ny last visit in 1998saw tha the foor had
been hilt up and Ieelled and the wa entance had been
closed of. | would guess the 'name plaguesnilev hae

The flensing plan aaMrs Bayeqsion Island.

tury until 1931 - a notorious period lobom and bst.
During this shdrtime land-basedhaling deeloped &
bredh-taking pacgepealed and diminished as nshoe
stoks were ehaustedTheir demise coincided with the
introduction andapid derelopment ofmobile fctol ships
tha soon took ger as the main sangr of profits Whaling
did contie subsequenthut the lak of an efective inter
naional greement to limit the indugtin the Antarctic
eventualy brought &out the demise dfoth the vhale pop
ulaions and the industitha had been based on them.

From my pespectie, the ony slighty disapointing
element othis book is the quality ofproduction ofsome
of the photgraghs But costs @& no doubt an imptant
factor vihen pullishing in sut a specialised rkat, so this
is undestandale, and the ldcof finish is compentad Ly
the sheerumber ofphotagrgphs intuded - thex ae hun
dreds - vkich collectiely enrit the stoy enomousy.

The histoy of the FRalkland Islands Rpendencies is
essentiall one ofsealing and lvaling So wiy has it tadén
so long &r a book to ppear thais dedicied to the histgr
of whaling in thisegion?Whaever the easonjan Hat's
book flls an impalant gp,is a @od radand | can't see it
being supesededdr decades to come

Tony Martin

Local alcohol
| read with intezst Mitael Gilles' aticle 'An Episode of
Legal Histoy'.
On one ofmy visits to Leith in 195Kwas ivited to hae
a drink with the then Medicalf@@tr & the whaling stéon.
| duly arived and all lemember is thavhen | gt up to
leave faily unsteadi| | fell headlong den some ery step
stais. The nat thing | emember @as tha we were dear
ing Cleke Rocks en oute to the South Samih Islands
On a subsequent visit | Ieaitha this 'drink' vas made

been lried &this time This is a shame as a little piece of by boiling up adk shoe polishThe consequenpresum

history has been lodtwonder ifanyone emembes them?

John 'Golly' Gallsworthy

ably, pure alcohol as stained though bead and coload
with prune juice to makit look lile whisky.

This letter will comfm to all and sungrtha in my case
this concoction did not ta the sagil fatal consequence
refered to ly Michael Gilles in his aicle.

Alan Tritton



Exhibition on the Centenaly of the Letters Patent:
“T he Government of South Geogia - A century of resource management”

On 21 dly 1908| ettess Ritent under the Seal &ing Edvard V11 vere pomulgated to brmalise the elsar
claims to the &lkland Islands pendenciesvhich induded South Gegia.This was a esponse to the star
of Antarctic whaling and in theflowing year dmes Inneg/ilson became thadt stipendar mayistiate. With
the eception of three veeks in 1983here has been a British admiiatgin on South Gegia @er since  The seal on the
To mak the centengrof the Lettes Rtent and gvemment of South Geggia,the SGAis stging an ¢hi- Lettersdeent.
bition, with genepus fnancial assistancerfr the Ge@emment of South

Geomia.

The objecties ofthe ehibition ae to shav tha South Gedgia has had a centuwf admin
istration tha has been mainlconcened with conwlling the gploitdion of natural
resouces Initially, this was vihaling andio a minor gtent,elgphant sealindf is now fishing
The @tempt to egulde whaling &iled lut elgphant sealing anisliing a& good examples of
contolled eploitaion producing sustaibke industries

WilliamAllardyce Govemor of the Falkland Islands [pendencies in 1908as detanined
to allov the deelopment ofwhaling it without the gerexploitaion tha had deasted Wwale
populgions in other p&s of the vord. He initialy restricted the umbes of licences rgnted
to whaling companies and ledicensee &s alloved to opeste ony two whalectchers. These
and other estrictions could ke s&ed both the Wwales and kaling indusyr but for the

development of pelagjic factoy ships These gssels
The far-sighteitlishAllardge. endled vhales to opeste in open seas yomd the
reat of the lav.

If the Ralkand Islands Ppendencies Gemment had beerble to etain contol of
whaling aSouth Geagia and elsénere,the whale populéons and a sustabia indus
try would most likly have been maintaineBy contast,elgophant sealingas catied out
on a sustailée basis until
it ended,with dosue of
Grytviken,in 1965.

The South Gegia
fishing indusyr dereloped
in the 1960s and the mog
important taget species ig
the \aludle Ratagonian
toothfish. By rigorous
contol, with quotas set
yeaty on the basis afct
entific reseasth and moni
toring the Goremment The Gowvenent adminstration at KEP
Patiol shifPhapsis vital for fisheries management. has successfulmanged Mairi Macleod (Magistrate & Bas

a sustairde fishey and Commandergt Rucdc & Emma
so aoided the deletion Jbnes (Gowerent @€ers), Sarah
of stoks tha occured in vihaling Lurcdc (Deuty Bstmistss).

Venues dates and vebsites for further information.
The Scott Blar Reseash Institute Cambride, 19 dily to 29 Sgtember. wwwspri.aaik
The Disceery Roint, Dundeefrom 4 October to 16 Nember wwwirrsdiscoery.com
Blaydes HouseHull, 21 November to 24 December wwwhull.aaik/mhsc
Therafterit is hoped thiathe exhibition will tavel to Stankeand Gytviken.

Important questions:Have you changed your email address? Hae we got your new one?

Do we hae your curent email adtess? Email is @ty easy &y of contacting the majority afiembes. W assume théhe

addresses on the memskip list a& corect hut | have receved signitant mmbes of notificaions of undelerade emails

from the last mass-emailiAgart from the &tra work this irvolves you mg be missing out on imgant inbrmation.
Pleasehedk we hae yur curent adiress g sending a (friendlmessge to se@tay@southgogiaassodian.om.

Frances Prince Secetary

Diary dates
May 23,2008.Annual Geneaal Meeting with a talk 68outh Geagia and the Integtional PlarYeas’ by Bob Headland.

A visit to theNational Maritime Museum, Greenwidh, is planneddr this autumn.
The South GegiaAssocition navsletter is mrduced twice aegr in April and November

Contrikutions should be submittetiJeast one month bak publicaion, to the editor Robet Burton, 63 Common Lane
Hemingbrd Abbots Huntingdon PE28 9AL e-mail: robet@burton41.caik



