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Making Grytviken sak

Grytvilen at the end-difuas. Diasis afloat alongsidege lzdrthe Tijuca. jEttg plan has beepdtlssr and thkiber and meat enek and
boiler houseseaposed. At the far ¢ne siation, ey the meatfr stands the tempa@ommodation faresd dbr th&VE workfoce.

Work on dearing-up and making esabf the Giytviken
whaling stdon was staed last Sgember \men a small
partty of 10 men aived with considatle amounts oplant
and equipment heir frst task s to liild the accommo
daion camp complete withegegtors, two-man ching
kitchen,freezers etcln October the main pigrof about 30
men arived.A specialist decontamiiima unit was huilt for
the asbestoemoal team and theeal vork began. The
intention vas to emove asbestosil residuesld cas glin
ders, possilte PCB-contamited oils and other hadar
The emit vas to leze the stton, with as mic of the plant
intact,in a easonily saé st&e for visitos.

A gred deal vas abieved in the summdn order to @in
sak access to the asbestos quitvaof the sheds and
buildings were emored hut the makinely inside them has
been etainedThis means that is possile to see oh of
the main pdrof the pocessing systenofn the plan &a,
without haing to enter da&r unsaé stuctues Asbestos
removal is &pected to be completey bhe end ofthe

seasonlt should be noted thahe asbestos has been

removed ty a specialist coattor under the supasion of
indgpendent and quaétl UK. inspectas. Thus the ork
has been done to the highest UK statsdand contunal air
monitoring has shin thd & no time has anpeson been
exposed to asbestos rifke asbestos itsdihis been ¢tie
wrapped in heay poymer meerial and placed in a laifidf
site br burial to the best .K. speciicdion. The hurial
places & accustely magped and maed to pewent aly
future derelopment gposing them.

The net major task as to emove the heay oil esidues
from the lulk stoage tanks and toaise andleanPete|
Diasand Albatos Once moe specialistsese requied to
work on the shipsMary reades will knav tha the Petel
had beenléaed and sunk on w&al occasion®iaswas

patly sunk in 1974 andlbatosin 1975, after heay
snonfalls and stons

A small amount afesidual furace oil @s emoved flom
Petels unkers. Then a big>eavator was used to dighvay
a small parof the shoe in fiont of her old positiontahe
former slipvay and she as dawn forward until her kel
was leel with a ft ara of sea bed and her wohad
against the shex She was sthilised § putting bedtmae-
rial anund her bw and &out a thid of her length b&c
and veter wvas pumped bkanto her so thashe lies on the
bottom in a ful} upright position with her dexremaining
above waer. Diaswas n&t to be mised.This was a mach
more difiicult task due theewy thin plée on her hull and
the may holesDivers worked constangl for a veek or
more to p&ch her hull sdfcientlyy to pump her and bring
her to the sudce Her tanks wre then teaned outOur
salage consultant on site has said #iee is so thin she
cannot be teed out of Cumbeland Bg The ony way to
move her futher is with a lifting shig mention this
because her histoas a steam-wered tiawler (still haing
her original enginejctive sevice in the Gegd War and

Boilers antiiber digesteesexposed to tHe gmb.



much in betveen bedre her inal dgs as a sealer and
suppy vesselteSouth Geagia maks her aery valudle old
lady indeedTherre ae hopes thashe can be fyllrestoed

in her home parof Hull; the inancial implideons and
fund-raising possibilitieseabeing xamined.

Finally, | was brtunae to seé\lbatoscome up fom the
bottom. | like to think of myselfas a tough old (actyall
quite ypung) brmer Fid of a stoical Scots tuge hut |
confess to some emotioas after tew weeks ofpaching
and had work by the diers,she vas fnally pumped out and
slanly, so slavly, broke the suction in theud tha held her
and gntly rose to the suate

Within a Bwv dgys mary tonnes ofmud had been
remoed and she ag sa& for the deaning team to enter
propety. Her tanks wre then eaned until therwas moe
grease on aogd beakést.Albatoss so fail tha she could
baely be moed & all kut both she anBiasare nav lying
alongside the Haon &tty as the have done ér yeas. The
difference is thahey both sit poud and uprighagain on
the bottom ot alvays dove the highest tides andusliaed
by scee quaied fom the suounding slope®iascould
be easjl freed and med if that is decided to be deiie
and ahievalle. It should be noted th#here is still asbestos
inside these ships becausaring the boilsmould requie
remosal of much of the hull plees and thus ffctive
destuction.We did not consider thia ary way accpteble,
so the hulls he been sealed up toemnt asbestos
escping or peopledjting access to €ongaulaions ae
due to lyle Caigie-Hal&tt, the salage consultant&and to
the catain and aw of the salage tugLumabecause ther
were mary poblems but all vent exacty accading to plan
in the end.

Whilst the sabge team wre working on the shipshe
main paty was engged in ¢eaning out theudk stomge
tanks These had been emptied to thenmadroutfow level
previousy hut still had up to aobt of oil in the bottom.
These & \ast tanks so @dt of oil is may tonnesAfter
sampling the air insideams ofvery robust hgos went in
and bean liteally to sheel the thik dutinous mess into
wheelbarows push them teard a h&ch cut in the side and
tip them into an open top tank Bad on the drks of a
telehandlerThis was then tadn to the shey, tipped into
another tank tere it could be héad and pumped onto a
fuel bage. This guesome wk was done in almost
contirual shifts and ent on br weekslIt was completed
with no complaints ém the verkers (or not too may) and
despite colfzsed oofs heding coils and other das
without accident to them or to theseanment.The old oil
tailing pits thialay behind the tankseapesentt being dug
out and the &a inilled with ¢ean meerials

The last items to bed@ssed ere the old gs glindes
which ae nav vented and emptgnd the oils hich were
cheked and dund to be fee of PCBs so tha was one
major vorry removed. The last asbestos has to leaed
but we fully expect the site to be tiéied dear ofasbestos
hazad by the end ofApril.

Gordon Liddle (South Gegra Opegtions Manger)

Taxidermist takes his skills to South Ge@ia

The vwork tha Steve Massanthe taxidemist,caried out &

the South Gegia Museum last summer led to him being

described Yoworld famous sdurd expet, Peter Harison,
as a gnius

Probably his most spectacular piecenofk is a 1.65
metre toothfsh. Steve was atremey pleased with theey
fine detail thawas piged up in the mouldecause othe
ineviteble damge when heay toothish ae landedSteve
had to ma& over 4Q'inviside’ repairs to the ins Now the
fish is gery bit as mgnificent as it\eer was It makes a
fascining ehibit to eplain the impdance of the
toothfish industy to South Gegia.And some 50 kilos of
excellentguilt-free toothish were eten ty the locals

Stge Massam finishékeofoothfish, aided by Rosie Thomas

Another unique specimen igeygheaded alb@ss vhich
died on Bid Island edy this seasoit.had beenifst ringed
by LanceTickell in 1959making it 45gas old.It was the
victim of a \ery heay crash-landingAll one side ofts rib
cage was boken;it also siufered a caked beastbone and
dislocted shouldeBecause this bihad beenetuming to
Bird Island to beed,its entie histoy is knevn: patners,
eqs laidchicks fedged etcOver its lietime on} one ofits
chicks retumed to Bid Island to beed,shaving hav fine
the balance i®f these bids’suwival.

Steve has also pduced seeral other smalleish while
specimens ofmall bids tha are nomally not seenlose-
up will gve people ahance to jgprecide subtle ditrences
between for ekampleanAntarctic prion and albe petel.

A king penguin glteton is still being graed,which we
hope Stee will complete ¢ year It is realy inteesting to
see bgond the édhers and & to note hav fragile the
skeleton ofthese ppaently robust bids ealy is and hav
the fippess lok into place dr svimming so saing the
birds fom using up unnecesganegy.

Lasty Stees xpetise has been gfred value to people
a King Edvad Roint by giving dasses on aft work, using
naural maerials fom the island and opening up lgole
new range of brilliant ideasar mid-winter pesents

Pauline Car(adated fom Renguin Nevs)



South Geogia Half Marathon

The frst ciilian halfmaithon was un on Fbruary 15 in
perfect vedher. As the dg progreesed it became syrand
positvely wam: shoits and T-shit wedher The @ace
stated & 0900 it most unnes were up & six, nevousy

filling stomales with their pefered carboydrate-loaded
breakhst.With the fags of the unnes’ countries liying

Gordon Lidlle cut the f@e and df went 35 unnes.

The oute vas ery seere. The initial fat run to the
whaling stton was no indidéon of wha was to come Ut
the dimb up to Gull Lak was a taster athe toment of
ascending 1,106€t of Brown Mountainlt is a had walk
but running becomes a test pfst hav much burning
thighs can stand andvihonuch air lungs caragp with edc
breah. Alread the leadsrwere well avay from the main
padk of us A group of three Andy Whittaler (Museum),
Richad Mitchell and Mam Collins (B\S scientistsjyere
closey followed ty Chris Hall (KEP electrician) aAdt
Risdon (AVG) and then #iling behind thenhut not by
far, the frst woman (@nry Coser KEP doctor) ting
despedtely to cach them.

Up Bown Mountain.

If the dimb doestt take your bredah avay - the viev will!
The descentag aoped edg tha led davn acoss tussde
covered hills aithe base oBrown Mountain and a@ss
streams thia offered dear and oh-so-coldufd to be
gralbed & beore jumping aoss and tearing oawls past
the fur seals thguad the cemetgrdodging elghant seals
and bak through vhaling stthon.

The net leg was to Maiiken, 600ft aver the col via
Deadmans Cair(an @t name todd) and bdceagain. The
final n-in vas along the dark to KEP First place as

shaed between Rib Mitchell andAndy Whittaker who had
competed with ehmther br the better paof two hous,
kicking a one anothes’ heelsOn the fnal descent dm
Deadmans Cairstill ne& to ne&, one trippedthe other
stopped and pulled him to héef despite the tkirfor title
and thg finished tgether

Tuming baat Maviken..

The nat three unnes were Matin Collins Chris Hall
and Ant Risdon and behind theny bwo mirutes énry
Corser And littleAl who told me har haopy he vas because
his giffriend thinks thiahes a heaw. (He was:he had noun-
ning kit andan in his wrk dothes and boaisT he tophy,
sculpted and doted ky Nidk Taylor, one of the AWG
workers, vas ofmetal twisted into a redk unner sprinting
head held highover the letter'SG %4'.For everyone else
the leward was ar-shit kindly sponsard ly AWG.

Stdistics:35 unnes (4 €male)of which 30 vere nwices
and 31 ihished Winnew'’ time: 1h 50, first woman 2h 07
(6th place).ast fnisher 4h 24.

Based on an account &nry Coser

New South Geogia map delayed

The nev ma of the Island thawas announced in the last
Newsletter has noeybeen puished.The BritishAntarctic
Suwrey regets thathere has been a hold-up iroguction
plans lot intends to puish the mp during the summer



British Schools Exploring Society Expedition

Travelling with pulk sledges on the Uppar Glagieay

This successfukpedition etumed flom South Gegjia in
Jaruawy. The paty of 21 yung eplorers (YEs)ages 18 to
24, six leadey and thee assistant leasiétvad undéalen an
extensve pogramme of adventuious e&cursions and
scientiic projects not only on the Island Ui ealier in
southen Chile and thedfkland Islands

The adentuous phase wolved mountaineering on a
joumey from Husvik,past Gulbandsen Lak onto the
Neumaer Glacier and up tddmiralty Reak vihere a mid
way camp &s estalished.The upper Neunyar was bl-
lowed to the Khl Plaeau and then swdields led to the
undimbed peaks othe Wilckens Rng a around 1200
meties The etum joumey was éout 60 kilome#s

Hauling tentsfood, fuel, climbing equipment and other
stores in sledgs took bout a veek ofhad slaging to the
camp bel Admiralty Rak.The unémiliarity of skiing
while oped taether towing a sledg and woiding
crevasses pived hallengingdr everyone paticulaty the
novices To adl inteest,Gulbrandsen Lakemptied tathis
point and causedbaut 200 mees of the edg of the
Neumaer Glacier to colpse into the easteend ofthe
empty lak

A reconnaissance to theld Plaeau dund a s&f oute
avoiding the major erassed aas on the upper Neuyra
Glacier and tharst goup esthlished itselbn the plteau.
Fine vedher alloved the ifst paty of YEs and leadsrto
ascend tlae peviously undimbed peaks on the nbem
aspect otheWilckens Ringe.A retum to Husvik alleed a
couple of days' est bebre another up takled the
mountainsFine veaher alloved god piogress to be made
to the Kohl Plaeau and st another mviousy undimbed
peak thtiovedooked the cenél pat of the Shadeton
crossing \ws &dmbed. A forecast ofbad vedher was
receved on the HFadio thaevening fom HMSEndurance
and plansdr mote dimbing and skiing the xteday were
cancelled and a gkiexit planned.

A walke up callal.30 amtathe height ofa stom was

not welcome bt by 4 am the edher had calmed ski
descent dllowed on crisp swo with spectacular light
illuminding the mountains thabut the Neumyer Glacier
The Admiralty Reak camp as teaed as a secondfrt of
rain gproadied aound 10.30About 1 kilometw @ove
Gulbandsen La&kDavid Nicholls sudeny disppeaed.He
had been égegd bakwards into a @asse b his sledg
sliding of a narow snav bridge. Fortungely he thumped
onto the vedged sledg some 10 mets davn;the sledg's
frame hamess boke his &ll and hewwided serious injyr
The doctor Deirdre Galbaith, lowered a hg dry doves
crampons and an ice hammer ansgid&hen tmbed out
under his wn steamAn hour lger the viole paty was s&
beside the empty Guébrdsen Lakin drving rmin.Details
of the peakslenbed ae gven on the South Gegia
govemment vebsite (wwvsgisland.g).

Christmas at Husvik.



A group of about 12 spent 10 gs seahing for
Shakleton's Prims stee which was jettisoned in 1916 just
belov Breakwind Ridg dove Fortuna Bg They cawed
out a pl&orm for four tents and sedied systentigally for
the elusie stowe with a special metal detedttwwe\er, it
was not pwerful enough to penete the 2.5 meds of
winter sna and then into the ice inhigh the stoe is
beliesed to uried.So the stee is still in its yctomb

Seathing for the PrirBosith Ggies Holy Grail?

The &pedition's wideanging scienceggramme iniuded:

Cetacean @ybetween the &lklands and South
Geomia.

Beetle Studies introduced camivorous beetle
Trechisibus aciiaupreyson the lavae ofthe ndive herbi-
orous beetlélydromedion sparsutim ldter has eacted
producing lager eggs and laer laval hachlings which ae
less pone to pedaion. Four sitesa Husvik, Stomness
Harbour @int and Leithwere last sweyed in 1996By
repeding collection oftussok grass litter samplesom
these sitesof laer analsis expedition member hae
produced an uptied 'snpshot’ of the pogress ofthis
ewlution. An oppotunistic collection obeetles as also
made along the Buseanihsula to westigie the sprad of
Trechisibus aciiaus

Fur Seal SieyRPhotagrgphs vere talken of fur seal
beabes asund Husvik and along the south coasthef
Tansbeg Reninsuladr comparison with aerial photephs
taken fom Lynx helicopter of HMS Enduranc8eal pups
were counted to westigie whether the peak puppingea
differs from Bid Island.For consisteng counts \ere
caried out betwen 4 - 21 Decembeartdusvik Noth and

between 1 - 21 December Hdusvik (betwen Manger's
Villa and jetty)Skin tissue samplegrm taken 'om dead
fur sealsdr DNA anaysis ofpopuldions

Reindeer Gen@tienty six skulls and 24 samples
for DNA analysis &re obtained &m 16 animalsdm the
Busen het to adl to the collection made riona Loat
on prvious epeditions fom the Baiff hed on South
Geomia and the sote heds in souther Norway.

Alien/Intoduced PlaBipedition membsrlooled
for introduced species gflants to bedk their spead.
Unfortunaely, it was imposslb to enter the kaling
stdions vwher the majority ofalien plants ar found.
Howe\er, the aea apund the Marger's Villa and adio
shak & Husvik vas suweyed and lodéons of easy-to-spot
flowering dandelions ere recoded along the Busen
Peninsula and aund Husvik.

Midge Genetiidge lavae and adults e
collected fom freshveter and damp hétas near Husvik
and aound Seno Sking in Chile The aim was to ind
samples ofEretmoptera piyr and elded speciesof
identiicaion in the UK.

Native Plant Swgy and Collectlants ere
collected andanspoted bak to Dundee Botanic Gdgns
for scientit and edud@nal puposesThey gpear to be
doing vell in their n& homeThey now form a centl pat
of a wider collection gflants adated to hash conditions
in the polar egions Tissue m@rial vas also collectedrf
the DNA bank &the édrell Léoratory, Royl Botanical
Gardens Kew.

While @ Husvik the gpedition spent some timleaning
up the Manger'sVilla and adio shdc A collgpsed eindeer
exdosue was dismantled andnovaion work was done on
the Husvik and Leith cemeteri€hristmas as celerated
a Husvik with aifie Christmas ¢e of reindeer antlerto
decoste the Manger'sVilla. On deparure,the epedition
handed wer theVilla to a pay from the Sea Mammal
Reseath Unit & StAndrews Unversity

David Nicholls (leader)

South Geogia Landsa poster

A spectacular colour tebite imge of South Geagia
measuring 80 x 65cm.

For sale @ £12.50 (inluding postge) from
secetay@southgomgiaassodi@n.org or write to The
South Geagia Associdon, Scott Blar Resach Institute
Lensfeld Prad,Cambridg CB2 1ER.

Email addresses

Do we hae yur corect email atfessA mass mailing to
announce the tlaof the AGM resulted irbouncesfrom
about 30 adresses

And,if you hare antispam softwe, please ifade
*@southgomiaassodian.omg in the “friendslist.



StromnessVilla

This mavellousy @amospheric picter of StomnessVilla
by Molly Sheridan a&s pesented to the SGA Ithe United
Kingdom Antarctic Heritge Trust. It now hangs in the
Scott Plar Reseash Institute

The poceeds tm the pemier pedrmance ofthe
Shakleton IMAX flm, co-oganised ¥ the UKAHT and
the Naional Film Institute were dedicged to the
consevation of the StomnessVilla and a eamaked ly
the UKAHT until sub time as a consetion progamme
becomes a pctical possibilitfhe painting @s pesented
by the UKAHT in the hope that can be used taise
mone to sae theVilla.

Rector of the Falklands preadies & South Geogia

In ealy Februaw, the Rev. Rl Sweting Rector of the

Who lets the Fur Seab free?

Who allavs it to bam aound?

Who delights in the Edaant Seal in hisallov?
Who sees it dé to the ddest dpths?

The wings othe Albatross seg over the ocean;
It swoops and soamwith a knaing smile:

The Giant Btrel scoops theaves in its wing;

It ranges the empty miles

Will the Humpbak Whale consent to seryu?
Can wu possily knaw its thoughts?

How will you question it

Or lean its wisdom andrgce?

You smile athe Gentoo and laughthe King
But bgond your gaz it arows the \ater,
While dove theTem flutters and dies

The Prion das and das

Do you sculptug the icbeg?

Do you send it aoss the SoutherOcean?

Will the one Wwo agues with th&lmighty corect
him?

Let those Wwo question God aner him!

Today, just or a moment| want us to thinklaout the jg
of being parof this incedide Ceaion. I'm thrilled to be
here,and it5 been a place orymmind and on gnheat for
a long timeAnd some ofthese things thd’ve just been
describingthat God might hee said toab if he had lied

Falkland Islandsccompanied the Commissioner on a visit here, we ae prvileged to enjg. I've seen people jumerf

to South Gedgia.He held a comonion sevice & the
Whales' Chuch which was #tended i a congegdion of
about 30.Robett Napier, Chief Executire of WWF-UK.,
played the hanonium,pedalling and plang & the same
timg the Commissionerage the Gospel eading and
Professor Bjar Basbeg said the Lal's Payer in
Norwegian.The secondeading fom &b 39 gue the tat
for the Dllowing semon:

“If Job had Wed & Grytviken...
Just to set the sceneofin our db reading thawe head
ealier on: bb, as yu probaly knav, has been king a
horrendous timeand is illed with questionsaut his lig,
about God,and &out wha has beenaing on And then in
chapter 39 God turs up and speaks tibJbut ofthe stom
- | dorit know whether i a snwstom, but God spok to
Job. And the vords ve head read br us ae some ofGods
words to db.

| wonder vina he would hae said toab if Job had been
a resident ofKing Edward Roint or Grytviken? Brhas he
might hae said somethingdikhis:

Do you knaw when the eindeer ge bith?
Do you weich when the doe beaher &vn?
Do you count the months until théear?
Do you knaw the time thg give bith?

joy & the tail fick of a humpbadg I've head of people thia
are cazy enough toun a half-mathon thiough the hills
for joy!

And this moning | joyed to see the fur segsying out
in fresh pondsfeeling as ifi was valking though the
Garden of Eden.Of couse it's not alvays an easy or saf
place to bethis moning lalsomanged to simltaneousi
spot with ny left /e a snding fur seall@out six inbes
awvay whilst discwering with g right bot a seal atllow!

Ther is a dggedovn goodness and yod the hear of
credion, and thais something tha&od wants to pointab
bad to, and so though th&bad to himselfPart of the jo
for me ofbeing hez is to be among peoplaaalso kne
tha joy,and | pey tha tha will give you joy not ony in this
beautiful cgdion, but in your beautiful Grdor.”

The chein eceed a désh coat of
paint thisegr thanks to RaPk
and Bul Chapman..




South Geogia Toothfish longlining approved

The long-aaited decisiompn Mach 16, of the Marine
Stevardship Council's (MSCview of the South Gegia
fishey for Patagonian toothish has endsed the
Govemment of South Geggia's dbrts to contol this
lucrative industy. The MSC ws set up in 199% khe
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and Unier with the aim
of ensuring the long-tar future of fish stoks and the
marine ewronment aound the wrld by rewarding
responsily manged isheriegTher is some poetic justice
in the irvolvement of Unilever. The compay was once
heaily involved in vhaling aSouth Geaygia.)

The CommissioneMr Howard Peace said 'the
Govemment of South Geagia has wested considalde
resouces in margang its toothh stok so as to ensar
long-tem sustainaility of the species and the best pdssib
protection ofthe marine ecosystelive ae delighted to
have this commitment ecanised # the Marine
Stevardship Council'.

Three lolgers ait in Cumberland Bay East tdkbé biighe marine
oficer beéoeceing their licerdaes middle shigaseslo | which as
later eeked dfMoraine FjordAS photo

The Rtagonian toothish,often maketed as Chilean sea
bassis a depwaer fish,usualy gowing to dout 1 mete
or more and is gnenlly caught tadepths of between 400
and 1,800 meis with lonlines bearing thousands of
hookslt is very valudle, retailing tidbout $20 and wgards
per kilo The worldwide Igal cach was estintad & 15,000
tonnes in 200@yhich ma be ory one sixth othe total,
and theefore mosy illggal, cach. South Geagia's
contrikution is ony 4,420 tonnesubit is the major soce
of income ér the teritory. Howe\er, much of this income
is ploughed b&cinto mangement of the ishey. This
covers fshey pdrol vesseldishey protection oficess and
a pogramme ofreseash, both @ KEP and in the IK.

A well manged fshey is essentiabff protecting not oyl
the ish kut the vhole marine ecosystefrhe bunddion
for the mangement of the South Gegia fshey is
CCAMLR, (the Commissionof the Consefion of
Antarctic Marine hiing Resouces) Every year CCAMLR

setsTACs (Dtal Allowale Caches) 6r eab species of
commecially-exploited fsh within aegas ofthe Souther
Ocean.The TAC for the South Gegia Maritime Zone is
calculeed with inbrmdion from reseah fishing and
studies » BAS & South Gedia, stok assessment and
stdistical angkis &lmperial Collge,as vell as dah dda
and eports from fisheries obseers d sea.

The South Gegia Gaoemment then issuessiiing
licenceswhose conditionseguie the fshing companies to
adhee to strict eguldgions which indude meases to
reduce theyacdch of albdarosses and other bads These
have resulted in the lofige lby-cach in South Gegia
waters falling fom 3255 in 1997 to eight lasaly

The other big mblem fcing the tootlgh ishey is the
huge amount ofillegal, pirate fishing The Goremment of
South Gegqgia has vivaly eliminged this fom its
maritime one ly spending a substantialtdrthe licence
mone/ on pa&rolling

The BRlkland fishepatl shifDoradain King Edwd Coyeon
chaer to the South @adBowement.

The MSC céification recanises thahe South Gegia
authorities @& making ia effort to manage their ishey
wisey. The South Gegia MSC céficaion gplies to the
toothfish flom point of cach to when it is landed ort.
Separte acceditdion is necessaryom landing to etail
(called Chain dEustog) and onl then wuld the consumer
be &le to uy South Gegiia MSC-lzelled toothgh.

Cetificaion was delged ly objections dm emwiron-
mental goups A specialaviewv panel upheld some thfeir
objections and the MSGquies the South Gegia
Govemment to cawy out futher ieseash on the spaste-
ness othe South Gegjia stok from other SoutharOcean
toothfish stoks (Incidentall, a Rtagonian toothish was
recenyy caught in the D@ Stait, off Greenlandwhich
sugyests thasepaidion of stoks ma not be bsolute!)

Bob Buton

If you want to etaPatagonian toothish,
alias Chilean sea haseio, butterish or
bacalao de pfundidad,the MSC Igo
will shav tha you hae authentic South
Geomia cdificaed poduce




Icebergs suround South Geogia

Visitors to the Island thisegr hge been amed ty the
huge rumbes of icebergs aound the coasOn fine dgs
the vievs of hundeds of belgs djinting in the sun ha
been bsolutey stunningOn the other handhey were a
hazad to shippingOne cuise ship hit an uharted 0ck
while detouring aund a beg, and the masses begs in
Cumbeland Bg impeded access to Kingwaa Cove.
The origin ofthese bays vas the laest icbeig of the
1990s drifting up to South Gg@.When it boke from the
Ronne Ice Shelfsouthen coast ofthe Weddell Sea) in

1998A38 (as it &s lhelled) ws 90 miles long and 30 miles

wide This year the behemotleated South Gegia and
split into tvo main fegments (A38A andi38B)eat ebout
35 miles longAs thgy hare dout 150 met& daft, they
bounced along the Island's continental simelfboke into
thousands ofsmaller bes wvhich then drifted loser
inshoe.

Although the impact thiggr is lage,historical this is
not urusual Any lage begs fom the Bellingshausen and
Wedlell Seas shoulgentualy end up tathe IslandThey
are pushed Y the same ocean oemt tha helped
Shakleton eat South Gegia in thelhmes Cairthe
Antarctic Cicumpolar Cuent.

This sé&ellite imae shavs another giant (A22) alsonfr
the Ponne Ice Shellt took two months to eat South
Geomgia fom the South (neys in 2001.

Mark Brandon

Committee changes
Ther hae been agfv dhanges to the SGEommittee

Stephen RImer hasatired as Membship Seatay, after
estdlishing the computer systeraquied to hold the
membeship oll and signing in ouirgt 300 or so memtlser
Pressue of parish wrk has obged him to cut den on
other commitmentdut we ae \ery gaeful to Stphen br
his pioneering ek which has gt us of to sud a god
stat. He will be succeeded [lizdeth (Lizzie) Haker
who is a eseah student athe Oceangrgphy Cente of
Southampton Uwrersity

Trewor Potts and Bter Emeleus ke retired flom the
Committee to become eesponding membeand a ne
member has joined — NdaBrandon,who is a lect@r in
ervironmental sciencet ghe Open Uniersity with
paticular inteests inAntarctica and South Gega.Like
Lizzie Havker, he sees South Gega mosi} as tantalising
glimpses Wwen vorking on oceargrghic cuises ofRRS
Jmes Clark Rass wvamly welcome Lizzie and Mar

Annual Generl Meeting

To be held&6.00 pm on fday 7 My 2004

a The RPwyal OwrSeas Leme OverSeas HousdPark
Placeoff St Admes Seet,London SW1.

Membes ae irvited to a ecetion on arival with
optional efreshmentstaa cost of£12.50 per pspn.The
AGM will be bllowed ly shot presentdaons on ecent
developments in South Gepa and & hope thathe
CommissionerMr Howard Reace will be pesent in
person to gre the eport from Govemment House

Summarised mites ofthe lastAGM can be seen on the
SGAwebsite The full ersion can be obtained invadce fom
the sea@tay (see belw). Copies will bevaildle a the AGM.

Edinburgh open meeting

A pulic meeting togport on the contining links beteen
Scotland and South Gg@.To be held fom 12:00 to 5:30
on S&aurday 19 dne 2004taThe Ryal OwrSeas Leme
Princes Séet,Edinburgh.Lund will be bllowed ly some
brief talks on ecent gpeditions to the Island.

The Meeting is open to allith the frst talk stamg a
aound 14:00Lund will indude luffet and winetaa cost
of £15 pyable in adanceand thee will be a pabar

(This meeting ioflowed ly the BritishAntarctic Suvey
Club'sAGM and Reunion aHeriot-Wat University)

To book br the AGM and the Edinbirgh meeting please
contact seetay@southgoigiaassodi@n.org or write
direct to The South Gegia Associdon, Scott Blar
Resach Institute Lensfeld Rbad, Cambridg CB2 1ER.
Please makdeques pabe to South GegiaAssocidon.

Please bookynl May for the AGM and12 dine for the
Edinburgh meeting

The South GegriaAssocition nevsletter is mduced twice aegrin November and\pril.
Contrikutions should be submittetiJeast one month bk publicaion, to the editor Robet Burton, 63 Common Lane

Hemingbrd Abbots Huntingdon PE28 9A!.
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